critical digest 


This Week in NYC 


Inspired by the recent successful 
attempts of productions to remain open 
inspite of scheduled closings, two more 
productions made valiant efforts to stay 
alive, Off Broadway six cast members 
of Ballet Ballads raised $2375 to keep 
the dance revue running one or two ex- 
tra weeks, On Broadway the producers 
of The 49th Cousin , which did close after 
its 100th performance, decided to store 
the scenery for the comedy rather than 
burn it, They are hopeful a theatre will 
become available in a few weeks, The 
Wall , for which Mrs, Isaac Stern raised 
$22, 000 in four days, expects to continue 
until Mar 4, The Hostage which was also 
forced to close in NY due to housing short- 
age is currently on a road tour and hopes 
to return to NY in the spring, While the 
"miracle on 44th St" All the Way Home 
has established itself for a run at the 


Belasco, 
Plays 


Midgie Purvis opening switched 
from Jan 29 to Feb | to allow time for 
Jane van Duser to fit role vacated by 
Brenda Forbes, Same role had been as - 
signed to Luella Gear and Audrey Christ- 
ie, both of whom resigned during the out 
of town tryout tour... How to Make a Man 
producer Dick Randall raised $60,000 to 
add to $150,000 for production which fold- 
ed in Detroit. A new first and third acts 
have been written and cast remains the 
same as during tryout run... Blood,Sweat 
and Stanley Poole a new comedy by Will- 
iam and James Goldman to be presented 
in Sept by Roger Stevens- Joseph Field, dir- 
ected by Jerome Chodorov.., Not Tonight Jo- 
sephine, a new musical with book, score an 
lyrics by Ronny Graham to be presented in 
Oct by Leonard Sillman-Harris Masterson , 
starring Lena Horne, 


Players 


Margot Moser replaced Pamela 
Charles, My Fair Lady...Gene Saks return- 
ed to The Tenth Man after leaving to join 
short-lived Love and Libel, Alan Manson 
replaced Donald Harron in same play ... 
John Stewart replaced ill Ed Kenney, 13 
Daughters... Anne Francine replaced 
Christine Norden, Tenderloin... Joy Nich- 
ols subbing for ill Patricia Wilson, Fiorello! 
Betty Comden and Adolph Green to appear at 
Empire Room, Waldorf Astoria for run start- 
ing Feb 3... James Reilly, retired executive 
director of League of NY Theatres, named 
new house manager of Lyceum... Marcello 
Moretti, Italian actor who appear at NY City 
Center last season in The Servant of Two 


Masters ,died of heart attack in Milan, 52. 
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NYC Calendar 


O, Oysters!- Village Gate (185 Thom- 
pson) 1 . Art ugoff -Eric Blau present 
new revue with music by Doris Schwerin , ly- 
rics and sketches by Blau, directed by Will - 
iam Francisco with Elly Stone, Bill Heyer , 
Danny Meehan, 


Call Me By My Rightful Name- One 
Sheridan 5q- 1/31. Judy Rutherford presents 
new play by Michael Shurtleff, directed by 
Milton Katselas with Joan Hackett, Robert 
Duvall, Alvin Alley. 


Midgie Purvis- Beck 2/l, Roger 
Stevens-Robert Whitehead present new ply 
by Mary Coyle Chase, directed by Burgess 
Meredith with Tallulah Bankhead, William 
Redfield, Nydia Westman. 


How To Make a Man- Atkinson 2/2 
Dick Randall presents new play by William 
Welch, based on Clifford Simak's novel 
“How-2", directed by Harry Horner with 
Vicki Cummings, Barbara Britten, Howard 
Morris. 


Elsa Lanchester-Herself- 4lst St 
2/2, Noel Behn-Robert Costello present 
one woman revue staged by Charles Laugh- 
ton, 


3 Japanese Plays- Players ( 115- 
MacDougal St)- 273. Helen Mencken pre- 
sents three one act plays in English. - 
Sotoba Komachi, The Damask Drun, Han's 
Crime, directed by Herbert Machiz. 


Shakespeare 


$150, 000 gift from George Delacorte, 
jr, board chairman of Dell Publishing Co, in- 
sures NY Shakespeare Festival's new Cen- 
tral Park amphitheatre will be ready this 
Jun. Lowest bids for project were $146, 000 
more than NYC Board of Estimate had app- 
roved, 


Theatre TV Notes 


Jan 30 WNTA (NY) Play of Week 
is He Who Gets Slapped with Julie Harris 
and Richard Basehart... Four by Tenn - 
essee program of four one act plays by 
Williams to be presented in Feb on Play 
of Week with Ann Revere, Eileen Heckert, 
Maureen Stapleton, Jo Van Fleet... The 
Heiress to be presented Feb 13 on NBC 
TV Family Classics with Julie Harris, 
Farley Granger, Barry Morse, 


Theatre Film Notes 


Long Day's Journey Into Night 
film to co-star Frederic March and Jason 
Robards, Jr...Hans Conreid to play title 
role in Winkleberg film. .,Rita Tushing- 
ham to portray leading role in film ver- 
sion of A Taste of Honey. 


Off_Broadway 


The Rules of the Game closed after 
46 performances... The Fantasticks paid 
off its backers $16, 500 original investment 
«+. The Mousetrap tickets available via 


Diners Club . 


Under the Milkwood by Dylan Thom- 
as to be revived b Circle in Square as its 
10th anniversary presentation, directed by 
William Ball... Two for Fun pantimime re- 
vue with Mati and Hari will be presented 
Feb 13 at Madison Ave Playhouse by Mar - 
shall Migatz,..After the Angels, a new 
play by P Patrick Burke to be presented 
Feb 6 at West Third St Dinner Theatre , 
Third & Thompson St , by Al Viola.... A 
twin-bill of 417 by John Mayfield and The 
Wild Man of Borneo by Arthur Voegel to 
be presented Feb 9 at Theatre of Today , 
77 Fifth Av, directed by Arthur Reel... 
Blue Denim revival with Richard Lansky 
in triple role of producer,director and 
leading man, presented at New Theatre, 
144 Second Av... Dandy Dick by Pinero to 
be revived for three week-ends starting 
Feb 17 by Dollar Theatre, 5 W 63. 


Dolores Dorn-Heft to portray lead- 
in To Damascus ...Mary Doyle to be fea- 
tured in Roots ...Nancy Andrews signed 
for The Tiger Rag ... Andy Rasbury, Bill 
Harold, Ken McClean added to Cicero. we 


Carnegie Hall Playhouse to be con- 
verted into 300 seat film house by Bercor 
Theatres, Inc, 


Theatre Book Notes 


Yale Shakespeare series published 
by Yale University Press published paper- 
back volumes of The Merchant of Venice 
edited by A D Richardson 3d, and The Trag- 
edy of Richard the Second edited by Rob- 
ert T. Peterson, 95c each, 


Legal Dept 


Dramatists Guild-Leauge of NY 
Theatres contract talk deadline Jan 23 
extended to Jun 1 to allow producers to 
file report on rise of theatre product- 
ion costs... ANTA also making study 
of theatre economics, report to be pre- 
sented Sept 1, A,S, Seidman chairman 
-«-International Trade Secretariat for 
Entertainment Workers being organized 
to represent all countries, 


Actors Studio Benefit 

Actors Studio annual benefit to 
be held Mar 13 at Roseland Ballroom, 
$40 per ticket expected to raise $60, 000, 


(( Late News & Reviews- Supplement )) 


: Jan 30,1961 Vol XII No 45 The Weekly NYC Theatre Newsletter Digest Service-llth year - Published 52 weeks a jute $08 oa pers 

— 

| 


DIGESTS OF CURRENT NYC THEATRE REVIEWS 


The American Dream and Bartleby York 1/ 24, 4 pro- 
News, Post, Journal American, World Telegram & Sun- and 2 
con- Times, Herald Tribune- filed on double bill of a one 
act drama and a one act musical play, both by Edward Albee, 
music for latter by William Flanagan, Theatre 196l- Richard 
Barr-Clinton Wilder presented program, Alan Schneider dir- 
ected former with John Becher, Jane Hoffman, Sudi B ond, and 
Bill Penn directed the musical play with Bruce McKay, Emory 
Bass,RobertBlossom., Though all credited Albee, author of 
the current one act play Zoo Story as a young, talented Amer- 
ican writer, there was a wide difference of opinion among the 
reviewers on the merits of each work and the program as a 
whole, World Telegram & Sun approved of both works, Post 
and Journal American liked only "Dream" and News liked 
only "Bartleby"' Aston, WTS, approved of writing, casts 
and direction of both segments. Watts, Post, recommended 
"Dream" though it lacked dramatic straightforwardness of 
Zoo Story is packed with untamed imagination, wild humor, 
gleeful sardonic , satirical implications and overtones of 
strangely touching sadness, entirely delightful, While Post 
reviewer marked off "Bartleby" as neither particularly in- 
teresting or valuable, McClain, Journal American, also en- 
joyed the drama dealing with domestic differences in the pec- 
uliar language and imagery of the author , which is as mercur- 
ial as it is amusing, while he vetoed "Bartleby" as somewhat 
lost in the difficult form of its writing. Davis, News, had the 
opposing viewpoint, he did not think "Dream" very funny, but 
approved of "Bartleby" as a solid musical work with a fine 
score and a small cast in good voice. Negative voter Taub- 
man, Times, agreed Albee has talent and that current bill 
reinforces it even as it raises questions as to the willfull 
manner which it is employed, Times appraiser thought off- 
beat comedy technique of "Dream" became tiresome and al- 
though the play is only an hour long one is glad to be quit of 
it, While Taubman thought score of "Bartleby" adds little to 
the mood of the story, and the operatic treatment stretches 
out a skimpy theme beyond its tolerance, Kerr, Herald Trib- 
une, suggested Albee devotees cover the twin-bill, even if 
he did have reservations, He urged them to skip the first 
part of the program with "Bartleby" and start at the inter- 
mission, Critic's own view of "Dream" is more of a char- 
ade than a play, with the comments of the characters often 
on the long side.. 


Every Other Evil- Key 1/22. 2 con- Times, Herald 
Tribune, - filed on new play by James Comorthoon, pre- 
sented at 4 St Marks Pl by Nils Cruz-Robert Judge, direct- 
ed by Herbert Nielsen with Elaine Eldridge, Dennis Cooney 
and Linda Robinson . Reviewers okayed acting, but did not 
think another play on Irish revolution added anything to the 
well-covered subject, Gelb, Times, found it well acted, well 
directed, well-designed, and written in straightforward, sham- 
rock -tinted prose, the play has every virtue except some- 
thing original to say. Kupferberg, Herald Tribune, thought 
script fell short of its ambitions, though it does have good 
mood and flavour, the characters never are made real or 
touching. 


The Little Snow Girl- Theatre Marquee 1/21, War- 
ing, Herald Tribune, recommended new children's play. 
presented week-end matinees only . Written by Dr. Nellie 
McCaslin, Mills College of Education, presented by Merry 
Wanderers, Dick Dunham director, Gian Pace, choreogra- 
pher. A pleasant and pretty treat, beautifully presented 
with an excellent cast. Reviewer pointed out play would 
have been more believable to young audience if role of the 
young girl had been played by a girl instead of an adult. 


LATE REVIEWS of OCTOROON and JULIA, 
JAKE and UNCLE JOE appear on supplement. 


"CD" Subscribers are invited to inquire further via mail 
or phone for more specific details of any current NY or 
out of town review, as well as any back review. 


"Shakespeare's Progress" by Frank O'Connor (World 
Publishing Co $3.50) 119 page essay on apprecation of the 
Bard's plays recommended by James Sondoe, Herald Tribune, 
It is a brilliant, private, provocative essay} a fresh , percept- 
ive and often persuasive view of the plays, 


THEATRE 
TV 
COMMENTS 


New York Scrapbook (WNTA Play of the Week) an 
original revue by Tom Jones and Harvey Schmidt , the co- 
authors of The Fantasticks, directed by Word Baker with 
Kenny Nelson, Orson Bean, Kaye Ballard, Jane Connell , 
Gerry Mathews and Maureen Bailey drew split notices from 
the daily NY TV reviewers-2 pro, 2 con, Shanley, Times, 
and Gardella, News, enjoyed bright, appealing musical, but 
both noted it had too many "inside theatre trade" jokes, But 
Bakal, Herald Tribune, and O'Brian, Journal American, 
panned the material as poor, by-passing cast for blame, 

It should be Off-TV, latter suggested, 


LONDON 


“ STAGE " 


VIEWS 


Recent plan of Henry Sherek to put all first night 
tickets to two of his productions on sale at the box-office 
instead of distributing them to the regular "first nighters" 
approved by "Stage" editorial, British trade journal marked 
it as a significant service to the theatre. It means that there 
will be fewer blase, satiated exhibitionists in the house on 
first nights, and that it will be easier to judge the effect of 
the play on the sort of average person who will patronise it 
on the nights to come, The hysterial outbursts of cheering 
and booing may be less prevalent in the future, and the 
first night reception in London may give some true indicat- 
ion ofwhat the public really thinks. Actors will gain more 


inspiration by playing to a larger percentage of true theatre 
lovers, 


INTER - 
VIEW 


HI-LITES 


LEONARDO CIMINO, Montserrat, sets as his ambit- 
ion to be an actor-manager, he told Herridge, Post. You have 
to produce, direct and star in a show to really get the feeling 
of creating something of your own, Too many people run the 
usual production, and it's rate to get that kind of rappart 
among them, In the meantime he will settle for being a color- 
ful villain, a role he has been type-cast in recently, 


STUART VAUGHAN, artistic director of Phoenix, 
triest for freedom of communication between actor and dir- 
ector so that the act of creating takes place in rehearsal, he 
told Hughes, World Telegram & Sun. He brings no “pre - 
block" with hirn to rehearsals, only a kind of "scenic con - 
cept", everything is worked out on stage. 


CLAUDETTE COLBERT, Julia, Jake and Uncle 
Joe, admitted that she persuaded author Howard Teich- 
mann to tone down the scenes in the adaption of "Over 
at Uncle Joe's" which depicted the American embassy 
staff as silly asses, she told Ross, Herald Tribune, The 
scenes were toned dow:, but Teichmann insisted that 
Oriana Atkinson's comment on the embassy people was 
just. Actress, who states she is 55, believes that acting 
on the stage is more fun that inthe movies, 


4 
comments 
\ 


GREEN 


ROOM 


DEPARTMENT 


MUSICAL WINNERS... The Broadway musical as an institution 


is the biggest winner, the largest loser, the most unpre- 
dictable risk in the world of show business, details Mc- 
Clain, Journal American, Two main factors that make 
investors continue to be interested in the face of such 
odds are that due to our charming structure there are 
people who actually do not mind the losses, and musical 
hits care little for the opinions of the press, But needed 
to win, critic surmises,is an air of authority to the en- 
tire production, at least one highly singable and comm- 
ercial tune, and clever advertising and promotion, 


COLUMN TIPS...S Hurok enjoyed the "S , Eureaka" number 


sung by Jules Munshin in Show Girl and asked that his 
real name be used, reports Lyons, Post... Jule Styne 
wants Michael Kidd to direct the forthcoming musical 
The Ghost Goes West , hears McHarry, News 
Jerry Wald plans to use the book of A Tree Grows in 
Brooklyn with the music for Pink Tights for a new film 
Tammy Grimes, explains Graham, Mirror, 


REPRIEVING SHOWS...Because The Wall had things to say 


worth remembering, Watts, Post,is glad it will continue 

» ++ Chapman, News, agrees that The Wall, being an excit- 
ing and sobering account of German crimes in Warsaw de- 
serves its reprieve. But News aisle-sitter also wishes 
some one would have come to the rescue of The Conquer- 
ing Hero musical which closed to a $300,000 loss, It was 
cheerful and funny, the songs fresh, the physical production 
attractive, and Tom Poston and his supporting players 
amusing. 


FUNNIEST WOMEN...Carol Channing, Show Girl, nominated 


by Aston, World Telegram & Sun, as the funniest woman 
in town, But Knickerbocker, Journal American, disagrees 
and picks Nancy Walker, Do Re Mi, 


CRITICAL THOUGHTS....Since Donogoo finished strong in 


a freewheeling satire and A Banquet for the Moon 
Started well with its modern Faust theme, Watts , 
Post, suggests the two Off Broadway shows might 
have merged...No one but Zero Mostel should ever 
be allowed to portray his role in Rhinoceros, urges 
Robb, World Telegram & Sun. 


DRAMA MAIL BOX....Lincoln Center project panned by 


a Herald Tribune reader for wasting tax- free con- 
tributions on TV advertising and for causing predict- 
ed traffic jams in the area with a half dozen theatres 
all starting at 8 30 PM...""CD" subscriber hopes 
some one is inviting all the famed repertory com- 
panies of the globe for the first season of Lincoln 
Center, 


SECOND GUESSES ...Critics advised playgoers to view 


Rhinoceros for a variety of reason, including con- 
versational self-defense, for the new Ionesco play 

is bound to be the most talked about of the season. 
Kerr, Herald Tribune, who is still bothered by the 
number of deliberately unrelated things in the script, 
so advised his clients, McClain, Journal American, 
agreed that there will be long and large talk far into 
these wintry evenings for the play he personally did 
find fascinating, and for which no one could find dull, 
Chapman, News, did suggest script was both thin and 
shallow, but the result was entertaining and occasion- 
ally stimulating. Watts, Post, picked it as lonesco's 
most successful theatre work, Taubman, Times, sees 
charm of the play in its use of unashamed theatrical- 
ism to state serious convictions, 


EVER YBODY'S A CRITIC..."Pirate" Henrique Galveo 


claimed during his last arrest in Portugal that 

the papers the government charged were outlines 
of a plan to overthrow the government, were really 
the outlines of a play he was working on. 


" PROS & CONS BY TMK" 


The American Dream and Bartleby make a very 
uneven twin-bill of new works by Edward Albee, presented 
in probably the coldest theatre on the globe, "Dream" is a 
very witty, funny full-blown satire of America and Amer i- 
cans as viewed by the author, and the awful examples pre- 
sented have no ready excuse, The players and director get 
every possible ounce of humor and sentiment out of the 
short work, But Bartleby" is a sleepy-time bore in which 
not much happens slowly, "Dream" deserves a better com- 
panion piece than this dull operetta, The second half of the 
bill 'Dream" is certainly worth seeing on a warm night, But 
even the hardiest Off Broadway fan is hereby warned that 
the York. Theatre was literally colder inside on its second 
night performance than the estimated 5 degrees outside, 
The weekly magazine reviewer who stated that even in the 
middle of the Russian revolution, the theatres were never 
so cold, was probably understating the case, 


* * 


Coldest day of the year was the perfect day for 
the wonderful news of the $150,000 gift of George Del - 
courte to insure the NY Shakespeare Festival will have 
its new Central Park Amphitheatre, inspite of increased 
cost and ingenious subterfuge by some members of the 
NY Board of Estimate who have a life-long vendetta run- 
ning against producer Joe Papp. Gift was unsolicited 
but was the answer to a problem that might have stymied 
the ambitions of Papp, whose sole crime continues to be 
to present fine productions of Shakespeare free, 


* * 


Direct action to a specfic theatre problem is a 
vastly different kind of theatre grant than the usual long 
term award presented by the various foundations inter- 
ested in theatre, Without the red-tape details of private 
and government grants, appeals to diverse city and fed- 
eral boards, Mr Delcourte, board chairman of Dell Pub- 
lishing Co, picked a problem to be solved and did it the 
easy way. Not all theatre problems can be solved as 
simply, but when the problem is as clearly stated it is. 
hoped that this action will show the lead to other public 
minded, and rich, citizens, In the meantime theatre fans 
can show their gratitude by buying more Dell pocket 
books, 

* 


Of all the various shows hoping for a second "miracle" 
this season, the cast of Ballet Ballads deserves more than 
average attention, While it is a reflex action of most actors 
to okay a cut in salary to keep a show running, it is very un- 
usual for actors themselves to contribute their own funds to 
keep a production open, The weather has been against many 
traveling to East 74th St, inspite of a set of fair notices. It 
is hoped that spring cannot be far below the snow-line and 
that the faith of these cast members in their own product 
will be justified, 


* * 


Publicity stunt or no publicity, two weeks have come 
and gone, and Rhinoceros producer Leo Kerz still has not 
given in to diverse pressures and placed a "quote ad," The 
show itself is not in a sell-out class, and many will wonder 
for a long time if the classic display ads were used what the 
result might have been, 


* 


Carnegie Hall Playhouse is no longer a stop on the 
Off Broadway circuit, House will be refurbished and used 
as an art-film theatre, It does seem strange that at a 
time when half a dozen people are busily constructing new 
Off Broadway thatres scattered all over the town, that a 
convenient, handsome showcase priced itself out of exist- 
ence as far as theatre was concerned, Rising union costs 
backstage made it an economic impossibility to maintain, 


* ¥ 


ERE EERE EEE EEE EE REE ESE SEES EEE EEE ES EEE 


Jan 30,1961 NYC THEATRE FACT CHART- CRITICAL DIGEST-139 E 47,NYC EL 5-68% 


Theatre Fact Chart presents up-to-minute data on current business and critical reaction 
on current Broadway & Off Broadway shows. Top week endprices, opening dates listed, 


SUBSCRIBERS ONLY may write or phone for any other specific critical data and/or for 
specific details of late NYC reviews and Out of Town tryout reviews, 


"C"-Critical-figures refer to percentage of PRO votes filed by 7NYC reviewers. PRO 
means show was recommended for entertaining and/or stimulating evening, not if critic 
predicted if show would be a commercial hit (earn back its investment, ) 


“B"- Business- figures refer to percentage of gross ticket sales last week and indicates 
cure nt availability of tickets, Figures that follow, all in thousands of dollars, are gross 
capacity (CAP) and corrected Variety grosses of past weeks. Thus 100% B Cap $80-$80- 
means show was a sellout this week at $80000, last week's gross was $70,000, etc. 
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ADVISE & CONSENT 
Cort $7.50 11/17/60 


ALL WAY HOME 
Belasco $7, 50 11/30/60 


BECKET 
Royale $7.50 10/5/60 


BEST MAN 
Morosco $7, 50 3/31/60 


BYE BYE BIRDIE 
Shubert $8.60 4/14/60 


CAMELOT 
Majestic $9.40 12/3/60 


CRITICS CHOICE 
Barrymore $7.50 12/14/60 


DO RE MI 
St James $9.40 12/26/60 


FIORELLO! 
Broadhurst $9.40 11/23/59 


GYPSY 
Imperial $9, 40 5/2/59 


INVITATION TO MARCH 
M Box $7. 50 10/29/60 


IRMA LA DOUCE 
Plymouth $8.60 9/28/60 


JULIA JAKE & U, JOE 
Booth $7.50 1/28/61 


MIKE & ELAINE 
Golden $6, 90 10/8/60 


MIRACLE WORKER 
Playhouse $7. 50 10/19/60 


MUSIC MAN 
Broadway $8.05 12/19/57 


MY FAIR LADY 
Hellinger $8.05 3/15/56 


PERIOD OF ADJUSTMENT 


Hayes $7, 50 11/10/60 


RHINOCEROS 
Longacre $6, 90 1/9/61 


SHOW GIRL 
O Neill $7.50 1/12/61 


SOUND OF MUSIC 
Lunt $9.90 11/16/59 


TASTE OF HONEY 
Lyceum $6.90 10/4/60 


TENDERLOIN 
46th St $8.60 10/17/60 


TENTH MAN 
Ambass $7.50 11/5/59 


TOYS IN ATTIC 
Hudson $7, 50 2/25/60 


UNDER YUM YUM 
Miller $7.50 11/16/60 


UNSINKABLE M BROWN 
W Garden $9. 40 11/3/60 


THE WALL 
Rose $7.50 10/11/60 


WILDCAT 
Alvin $9, 40 12/16/60 


138 W 48 
CI 5-4289 


lll W 44 
JU 6-7950 


242 W 45 
CI 5-5760 


235 W 45 
CI 6-6230 


225 W 44 
Cl 6-5990 


245 W 44 
CI 6-0730 


247 W 47 
CI 6-0390 


246 W 44 
LA 4-4664 


235 W 44 
CI 6-6699 


249 W 45 
CO 5-2412 


239 W 45 
CI 5-9850 


236 W 45 
CI 6-9156 


222 W 45 
Cl 6-5969 


246 W 45 
Cl 6-6740 


137 W 48 
CI 5-6060 


1681 Bway 
CI 7-7992 


235 W 51 
PL 7-7064 


206 W 46 
CI 6-6380 


220 W 48 
Cl 6-5639 


230 Ww 49 
CI 6-8870 


205 W 46 
J U 6-5555 


149 W 45 
JU 6-9854 


226 W 46 
CI 6-4271 


215 w 49 
CO 5-1855 


141 44 
J U 6-2237 


124 Ww 43 
BR 9-3970 


1634 Bway 
CI 5-4878 


208 w 41 
WI 7-5510 


250 W 52 
CI 5-5226 


70% C- 2 Con- Times, Post-4 raves 
95% B- Cap $40-$36 $36 $30 $38 $33 


70% C- 2 Con- News, WTS 
40% B- Cap $38--$14 $15 $15 $25 $14 


90% C- 4 raves- 1 Con- Times 
75% B- Cap $45--$35$34 $31- $48 


100% C- 7 pro- 3 raves 
65% B- Cap $4)--$25 $26 $24 $39 


90% C- 1 Con- Times- rest raves 
70% B- Cap $60--$43 $43- Moved 54th 


40% C- 3 Pro-News, WTS, J Am 
100% B- Cap $84--$84 $84 $86 $84 $84 


40% C- 3 Pro- News, J Am, WTS 
95% B Cap $40--$34 $35 $23 $21 $22 


90% C- 1 Con- WTS- 5 raves-Times mild 
100% B- Cap $70--$71 $70 $70 $71 $69 


100% C- 5 raves-Post, WTS mild book 
85% B- Cap $58--$49 $44 $43 $59 $47 


100% C- 7 pro- J am milder book 
55% B- Cap $64--$35 $35 $31 $62 $24 


30% C- 2 Pro- News, J Am 
30% B- Cap $40--$13 $11 $10 $40 $13 


90% C- 1 Con- H Trib 
100% B- Cap $49--$49 $48 $44 $51 $48 


See Supplement Digests 
100% C- 7 pro for 2 person revue 
100% B- Cap $30--$29 $30 $27 $37 $30 


100% C- 5 raves-Times, WTS milder 
65% B- Cap $38--$28 $26 $25 $36 $25 


100% C- 6 raves- H Trib milder 
40% B- Cap $72--$30 $30 $32 $60 $25 


100% C- 7 raves Play 
50% B- Cap $70--$35 $36 $36 $65 $35 


70% C- 2 Con- Times, WTS 
50% B- Cap $43--$22 $18 $14 $23 $14 $15 


90% C-1 Con- Mirror 
60+% B- Cap $37--$22 $21 


70% C- 2 Con- Mirror, Post 
75% B- Cap $45-- $30 


90% C- 1 Con- H Trib- 3 raves 
100% B- Cap $75--$76 $75 $74 $77 $75 


70% C- 2 Con- News, Mir 
65% B- Cap $32--$20 $20 $17 $30 $18 $19 


30% C- 2 Pro- News, WTS( both raves) 
75% B- Cap $64--$44 $44 $34 $50 $36 


100% C- 7 pro-2 raves-News, Times 
50% B- Cap $32--$16- Moved Booth 


100% C- 5 raves-Times, J Am milder 
40% B- Cap $40--$15 $15 $12 $12 $12 


40% C- 3 Pro-News, Times, WTS 
40% B- Cap $40--$14 $15 $19 $10 $12 


70% C- 2 Con- News, Mir 
95% B- Cap $68--$62 $63 $59 $60 $65 


40 % C- 3 Pro- Raves-Times, News, WTS 
40% B- Cap $ $46--$19--$18 $13 $46 $15 


40% C-3 Pro-News, Mir, WTS 
100% B- Cap $65--$65 $65 $57 $67 $58 


OFF BROADWAY 


AM DREAM 
York $4.90 1/24/61 


64 & Lst 4 Pro-News, Post, WTS, J Am 
TR 9-4130 2 Con- Times, H. Tribune 


BALCONY 159 Bleecker 3 Pro- Times, Post, WTS 
Circle $4.50 3/3/60 GR 3-9450 3 Con- H Trib, News, J Am 
BANQUET FOR MOON uo E 59 

T Marquee $4.60 1/19/61 PL 3-2575 6 Con- No Mirror filed 
BEAUTIFUL DREAMER 120 Mad 5 Pro- 

Mad Av $4, 60 12/27/60 MU 6-8574 1 Con- J Am ( No Mirror) 
BALLET BALLADS 334 E 74 4 Pro- Times, News, WTS, J Am 
East 74 $4.60 1/3/61 LE 5-5557 2 Con- H Trib, Post 

DONOGOO 141 W 13 2 Pro- Times, J Am 

G Mews $3.60 1/18/61 CH 3-6800 4 Con- H Trib, News, Post, WTS 


EPITAPH G DILLON 100-7th Av S 3 Pro- Times, Post, WTS 


Actor Play $4, 60 12/28/60 OR 4-1036 3 Con- H Trib, News, J Am 
FANTASTICKS 181 Sullivan 5 Pro- 

Sullivan $4.60 5/3/60 OR 4-3838 1 Con- H Trib ( No Mirror) 
HEDDA GABLER 83 E4 7 Pro- Unaimous raves 

4th St $4,60 11/9/60 AL 4-4795 Anne Meacham 
KRAPPS LAST TAPE 162-2nd Av 6 Pro- No Mirror 

Cricket $4.60 1/14/60 OR 4-3960 


LEAVE IT TO JANE 99-7th Av S 5 Pro- 


Sher Sq $5 5/25/59 CH 2-9244 2 Con- H Trib, News 
LITTLE MARY SUNSHINE 126-2nd Av 6 Pro- 4 raves- No Mirror 
Orpheum $4.95 11/18/59 OR 4-8140 

MONTSERRAT 162-2nd Av 5 Pro- No News, Mirror 
Gate $3.90 1/8/61 OR 4-8140 

MOUSETR AP 416 W 42 5 Pro- 

Maidman $5, 75 11/5/60 BR 9-3970 2 Con- News, WTS 
OCTOROON 189-2nd Av See Supplement Digests 
Phoenix $4, 60 1/27/61 OR 4-7160 


PREMISE 154 Bleecker 3 Pro-News, J Am, WTS 


Premise $4.60 11/22/60 LF 3-5020 3 Con- Times, H Trib, Post 

3 PENNY OPERA 121 Chris 3 Pro- Times,H Trib, Post 

De Lys $4.95 9/20/54 WA 4-8782 

LIVING THEATRE 530-6th Av Connection-5 Con-1 Pro-Post 7/5/59 
Living $3.45 CH 2-4569 Theatre Chance-1 Pro- Post 6/22/60 


Jungle Cities-4 Pro-2 Con 12/20/60 


NYC THEATRE CALENDAR 


O Oysters!- Village Gate 1/30 

Call Right Name- 1 Sher Sq 1/31 
Midgie Purvis- Beck- 2/1 

How to Make Man- Atkinson 2/2 

Elsa Lanchester - Herself-4lst St 2/2 
3 Japanese Plays- Players 2/3 

There is a Play Tonight-Jewel Box 2/6 
After the Angels- West 3rd St 2/6 
Faust- C Center 2/7 

Cicero- St Marks 2/8 

Moon in Yellow River- East End 2/8 
King of Dark Chamber-Jan Hus 2/9 
Electra- Gate 2/12 

Two for Fun- Mad Av 2/13 

To Damascus- T East 2/14 

Once Was Russian- 2/15 

Tiger Rag- C Lane 2/16 

Connelly vs. Connelly- Blackfriars 2/17 
Double Entry- Martinque 2/20 
Comedie Francaise- C Center 2/21 
Come Blow Your Horn-Atkinson 2/22 
Far Country- 2/25 


Red Roses for Me-G Mews 2/? 


Roots- Mayfair- 3/1 

Night at Grand Guignol- 3/1 

13 Daughters- 54th St 3/2 
Mary, Mary- Hayes 3/8 
Devil's Advocate-Rose 3/9 

Big Fish, Little Fish- 3/12 
Hamlet- Phoenix 3/16 
Donnybrook- 3/17 

Happiest Girl World-Beck 3/30 


Whole Darn Shooting Match 4/3 
Carnival- 4/13 

Carte Blanche- Shubert 5/? 
Richard II- C Park 6/19 


Cook for Mr, General 10/5 
9 O Clock Theatre-Golden 10/8 


"CD PROS & CONS " 


PROS: All current ON & OFF Broadway productions except following: 


CONS: Camelot, Critic's Choice, Invitation to a March, Sound of Music, Tenderloin 
Tenth Man..... Beautiful Dreamer 


This weekly NYC THEATRE NEWSLETTER DIGEST SERVICE-now 
in its llth year of service to theatre teachers, students, profession- 
als--college drama departments, community theatres, college and 
public libraries--presents each week of the year a concise 15 min- 
ute summary of all theatre news, comments, reviews, etc- published 
in the past week's 2100 pages of 7 NYC daily newspapers. Plus 
weekly "Outer Broadway Theatre Letter" supplement giving exclus- 
ive coverage of outstanding College, Community, Summer theatre 
__ $25 check productions coast to coast, Also free critical research on specific 
data and/or on specific details of late NYC theatre reviews and 

Out of Town tryout reviews via mail, phone, $25 per year for full 
service, Back volumes available from Oct 1956 $25 per year. 

"CD" is the perfect theatre gift. 


am Bill Co 
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College Theatre 


John Brown , a new play about the 
Civil War patriot by Jack LaZebnik, Steph- 
ens College, Columbia, Mo, ,to be presented 
in Mar at Univ of Georgia, Athens, 


Assignment in Judea, a new play by 
Patrick Welch to be presented in Mar at 
Florida State Univ, Tallahassee, aided by a 
grant from Eddie Dowling. 


Billy Barnes Revue with a student 
cast to be presented Feb 6-12 at University 
Theatre, Univ of Chicago, 


A Touch of Blue , a new play by 
Egon Wo right grant winner from 
Chile, presented last week by School of 
Drama, Yale Univ...Desire Under the Elms 
presented last week at Univ of Minnesota 
Theatre, Minneapolis.,.The Little Foxes 
dramatic reading opened winter season at 
Farleigh Dickenson Univ, Rutherford, NJ. 


Institute for Advanced Studies in 
Theatre Arts, NYC, presenting workshop 
courses in Restoration Style, Period Man - 
ners and Kabuki Dance and Movement start- 
ing Feb 8, 


Winter Repertory 


Marriage Go Round with Gloria 
Grahame presented Jan 31 for three week 
run at Fred Miller Theatre, Milwaukee ... 
Witness for the Prosecution with Farley 
Granger replacing Dennis King opens Jan 
31 at San Juan, Puerto Rico, Drama Festival 
«eeRoar Like a Dove with Betsy Palmer to 
be presented Mar 20 at Royal Poinciana Play- 
house, Palm Beach, Fla, 


Resident Theatre, Kansas City, Mo 
named Gaylor Marr, former producer, dir- 
ector of Bakersfield, Calif, Community Th- 
eatre, its new director,,.Robert Paine 
Grose, manager of Berkshire Playhouse , 
Stockbridge, Mass, named set designer of 
Fred Miller Theatre, Milwaukee , 


ANTA Assembly 


Ford Foundation will receive the 
third annual ANTA Award Feb 7 at ANTA 
Assembly's "After Theatre Supper Dance" 
at Edison Hotel, NYC. W McNeil Lowry, 
director of Ford Foundation program in the 
Humanities and Arts will accept, Ford Foun- 
dation has presented $2 million in grants to 
individuals and theatres, 


Playhouses 


North Jersey Playhouse, Bergen 
Mall, NJ, to raise $285,000 via bond issue 
to construct a permanent 700 seat theatre 
in shopping center... Ford's Theatre, Wash- 
ington, D, C, will be restored to original 
orchestra floor plan, following recently dis- 
covered chart in Harvard College Library . 


OUTER BROADWAY 


THEATRE 


LETTER 


College------ 


Jan 30,1961 Vol XII No 45 The Weekly Supplement of "Critical Digest''-139 E 47, NYC El 5- -6894 $25 per year for full "Cp" 


Summer Playhouses 


Canton, Conn, Show Shop Theatre 
to be run this summer by two Carnegie 
Inst of Tech, Pittsburgh, graduate stud - 
ents, Otis Smith, producer, and Mel Cur- 
ran, director... Indianapolis Starlight Mu- 
sical Theatre signed John Charles Sacco 
as year-round executive director... Van- 
couver, British Columbia, Theatre-Under- 
the Stars, will probably not re-open this 
summer after City Council rejected a 
$35, 000 loan request, 


Shakespeare 


NY Shakespeare Festival prod - 
uction of Romeo and Juliet will open 
Boston Arts Festival Jun 20-22 on Bos- 
ton Commons,,.Rosemary Harris joined 
Shakespeare Repertory program of the 
Assn of Producing Artists, starting Feb 2 
in A Midsummer Night's Dream at McCar- 
ter Theatre, Princeton,NJ, Univ. 


Road Shows 


Gypsy with Ethel Merman to start 
nationwide tour in May, it will be the first 
time star has toured in 30 years... John 
Myhers to portray lead in Sound of Music. 


U.S, Repertory Tour 


Three productions of State Dept- 
Theatre Guild, currently at Royal Poinc- 
iana Playhouse, Palm Beach, Fla, will be 
presented in Washington. D, C, the week 
of Feb 27, It is expected President Ken- 
nedy will attend, European tour starts Mar 
8 in Madrid, 


London 


There Might be Giants , a new 
comedy by James Goldman, to be present- 
ed in June at Theatre Royal by Joan Little- 
wood, will be presented in NY in fall by 
Robert Griffith-Harold Prince, with Little- 
wood directing. 


Fairy Tales of NY, a new play by 
IP Donleavy w our scenes and a cast 
of four praised by London reviewers ... 
King Kong , All african cast musical, to 
open Feb 22 at Princess...The Miracle 
Worker with Anna Massey and Janine Faye 
to open Feb 6 at Stratford-upon-Avon, prior 
to London debut in Mar...New version of 
The Master Builder adapted by Emlyn Will 
iams to star Michael Redgrave, 


Paris 


French government to issue a new 
postage stamp honoring the late Gerard 
Philippe, picturing actor-producer in his 
costume from Cid, 


Service 


European Theatre 


West Side Story 50 member cast 
and staff with Don Grilley, Jan Canada 
and Yvonne Othan open 39 week tour in 
Tel Aviv Feb 14, Pete Kameron and Giora 
Godik producers, 


Two year world tour of tow Shake- 
speare plays and Duel of Angels with Viv- 
ien Leigh, directed by Robert Helpmann, to 
start after star finishes ''The Roman Spring 
of Mrs Stone," film, 


Festival of Vienna May 27- Jun 25 
to be devoted to ''The Idea of Freedom in 
the Drama", Vienna repertory theatre pro- 
grams in German during festival to include 
--Curtmantle by Christopher Fry and Cali- 
gula by Albert Camus, Foreign company 
presentations will include--The Silken Slip- 
per by Claudel presented by Duesseldort 
Theatre, The Persians by Aeschylus pre- 
sented by Berlin Schiller Theatre, ..Saint 
Joan by Shaw presneted by British Royal 
Windsor Theatre.. Antigone by Anouilh 
presented by Theatre de l'Atelier Paris, 


Tryout Calendar 


Come Blow Your Horn- Walnut, 


Philadelphia 272 


Once There Was a Russian- 


National- Washington 1/30 


13 Daughters- Shubert, Phil- 


adelphia 1/28. 


Current Road Tours 


At the Drop of a Hat-Blackstone 
Chicago 1/23 


Five Finger Exercise- Shubert, 


The Hostage- O Keefe, Toronto, 
1/30 


J.B- Biltmore, Los Angeles- 


Raisin in Sun- Geary, San Fran- 
cisco 1/9, 


BULLETIN 


BOARD 


EDITION 


"Bulletin Board Edition" of "CD" 
will soon be available to college and 
community theatre subscribers on re- 
quest at no extra cost, Printed on one 
side only it will be designed for posting 
to make "CD" available to staff,mem - 
bers, teachers, students, etc. Notice will, 
soon be sent to college and community 
theatre subscribers asking if they want ; 
to receive either the "Bulletin Board ¢ 
Edition" or continue with the "News - 
letter Edition," 


) 
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FAMOUS FIRST NIGHTS 


Rain- Maxine Elliott Theatre- 11/7/22. NY critics, 
with exception of Post reviewer, cheered new drama by 
John Colton and Clemence Randolph, adapted from Somerset 
Maugham's short story "Miss Thompson", presented by Sam 
Harris, directed by John Williams with Jeanne Eagles, Rob- 
ert Kelly and Rapley Holmes, Though language shocked many 
and the character of Rev, Davidson was booed on opening night 
the play became an immediate hit and ran for 648 perform - 
ances, Eagles then toured for four years in play , returning 
to NY for a brief run at the Gaiety in Sept 1924, In 1926 there 
were three road companies of hit drama in this country, 


Role of "Sadie Thompson" attracted every famous 
actress in the land and by 1932 Chamberlain Brown, who 
was then presenting a revival of it at the Riveria Theatre 
with Glenda Farrell, had made a list of 60 who had already 
played it, This included--Alice Brady in Cleveland, Edith 
King in Columbus, Shirley Booth in Kansas City, Winifred 
Lenihan in Providence, Helen Menken in Rochester, Gladys 
George in Sak Lake City. The 1935 revival on Broadway by 
Sam Harris starring Tallulah Bankhead lasted only 47 per- 
formances at the Music Box, directed by Sam Forrest. The 
script always has been a summer stock favorite and attract- 
ed both Sally Rand and Margie Hart for long tours, 


Two film versions and a musical stage version also 
have been presented, A silent film starring Gloria Swanson 
was presented in 1926 under the title "Sadie Thompson", and 
in 1932 a'talkie" with Joan Crawford and Walter Huston 
was produced, Broadway musical Sadie Thompson in 1944 
with June Havoc was an expensive flop. 


Times- John Corbin- drama of altogether extra - 
ordinary grip of significance, of kaleidoscopic characters 
and chromatic passions, strikingly original in theme, true 
in characterization and vigorous in drama, Eagles rises to 
requirements of difficult role. 


Herald- Alexander Woollcott- acrid, merciless, fier- 
cely dramatic play, written in language people do speak, good 
cast throughout in play that will offend the orthodox, set the 
light hearted a-tittering, and thrill the rest of us. 


Tribune- Percy Hammond- good and irrestible play, 
remarkably acted, the likeliest drama that has been cast 
upon these desolate shores since the reviewer too cast upon 
them, and leading role played as flawlessly as any ever en- 
countered in NYC theatre, a sight to see, 


World- Charles Darnton- meat, strong but good, 
thrown to hungry playgoers, picturesque and fascinating 
play, intensely interesting, fairly soaked with atmosphere, 


Post- J, Rankin Towse- started very promising 
fashion, collapsed at end of second act as far as any serious 
values were concerned into a preposterous heap of incoher- 
ent sensationalism, Good material wasted by somebody 's 
sheer incapacity to handle it skillfully, reasonably or dram- 
atically. 


News- Burns Mantle- a hit of proportions, acted 
with fidgety genuis, a plain story, little brazenly out spoken 
at times, perfect supporting cast. 


Journal- Julia West- play so intensely worth hear- 
ing wish onstage downpour would be quieter so didn't have 
so much trouble hearing play. 


LATE NYC 


NEWS & 


REVIEWS 


LATE NYC NEWS: Sound of Music payroll of $8300 
robbed with two bandits escaping... The Moon of the Yellow 
River moved debut to Feb 6 at East End Theatre ... Jewel 
Box Theatre, 418 W 42, postponed opening of There Is a 
Play Tonight from Feb 6 to later in month because new Irv- 
ing Maidman theatre will not be ready intime... James 
Mitchell signed for Carnival... The Golden Apple to pre- 
sent special benefit preview Feb 5 for Equity Library Thea- 
tre at Lenox Hill Playhouse... French Art Theatre to pre- 
sent Feb 1-4 at Provincetown French language production 
of Strindberg's Easter,directed by Eve Daniel.Apr 5-9 
they will present twin bill of Moliere's Le Mariage Force 
and Ionesco's L'Avenir Est Dans Les Oeufs, 


The Octoroon- Phoenix 1/27. 6 pros- no Mirror 
review filed- on revival of 1859 drama by Dion Boucicault, 
presented as third program of repertory season by Phoenix 
staged by Stuart Vaughan with Juliet Randall, Robert Black- 
burn, Bette Heinritze, John Hefferman, Melodrama present- 
ed straight soon captured audience who booed and hissed vil- 
lian and cheered heroes, all reported, Taubman, Times , 
praised cast and director for faithful, deadpan presentation, 
am amusing period piece that at times is honestly affecting. 
Kerr, Herald Tribune, enjoyed the irresistibly charming 
drama, innocent, terrible and curiously sincere, a play that 
is sympathetic to everybody and everything. Chapman, News, 
okayed interesting production of interesting play, honestly 
played. Watts, Post, approved of sturdy antique, staged in 
manner that tries to recapture values it must have had for 
a NY audience prior to Civil War ,a theatrical museum 
piece but a lively one. McClain,Journal American, found 
much of play extremely well written and the production 
faithfully done, fascinating and funny, Aston, World Tele- 
gram & Sun, agreed with Journal American aisle sitter 
that audience seemed to laugh in wrong places, but other- 
wise recommended play with its nostalgic power that is 
theatrically fascinating. 


Julia, Jake and Uncle Joe- Booth 1/28, 7 con- unan- 
imous- filed on new play by Howard Teichmann based on 
Oriana Atkinson's "Over at Uncle Joe's", presented by 
Roger Stevens- John Shubert, directed by Richard Whorf, 
with Claudette Colbert and Myles Eason portraying on- 
stage characterizations of Mr and Mrs, Brooks Atkinson, 
and Lynne Charnay, James Leon, Laryssa Lauret, Though 
critics joined in admiration of charms of Miss Colbert, 
none thought she made up for unfunny script with many 
stereotyped characters, Taubman, Times, marked it an 
embarassing, unfunny comedy, with ponderous, fictitious 
gyrations of characters that are flat and incredible, Kerr, 
Herald Tribune, fears adaptor Teichmann came away from 
original non-fiction book with a handful of commas that 
actors could not get ahold of, Chapman, News, hopes that 
Colbert can bail out play, but he doubts it, Coleman, Mir- 
ror, cheered the one and only marvelous Colbert, but pan- 
ned play as something less than a comedy gem, inspite 
of excellent cast and production’ mounted by Shubert, Watts, 
Post, found it unfunny and not very amusing, adding that 
the pretended esteem for drama critics is getting the the- 
atre nowhere, McClain, Journal American, wonders how 
Colbert got trapped in this morass, and why the producers 
did not know out of town they were spawning a clinker, wast- 
ing the talents of many fine actors, Aston, World Tele gram 
& Sun, noted script had little to do with the original text or 
any form of drama, and inspite of the play he is still in love 
with Brooks Atkinson's wife, 


™ 


